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Board Meeting

Wednesday, May 6™, 6:30 pm potluck dinner, 7:00
meeting starts, at Marilyn Leal’s, 4325 19" St. We
are seeking new board members for next year. Come
meet the board and see what you would like to help
us accomplish this coming year. All members are
invited to attend.

International Cuisine

Friday, May 8™, Noon at L’Olivier at 465 Davis Ct.
(between Jackson and Washington). Prix Fixe:
Appetizer & Main Course $17.50; add Dessert
$21.50. RSVP Holly at 673-8394

Public Policy

Wednesday, May 13™, 7 pm at Sheila Bost’s home,
19 Wawona. We will discuss the propositions on the
May 19" ballot. Fiona Ma or a member of her staff
will be present to help answer our questions on these
and other issues. Bring friends. RSVP Sheila at 664-
4985

Travel Club

Sunday, May 17", 10 am. Leaving from 124 Amber
Dr. by carpool. We’re visiting Heath Ceramics
Factory in Sausalito. The tour begins at 11 am. We
will have lunch in Sausalito before returning home.
The tour director asks that we wear sturdy walking
shoes and be aware that the area is dusty. If you have
a restaurant suggestion please let us know. Preview

Health Ceramics at:
www.heathceramics.com/go/heath/sausalito/tours/.
Please RSVP so we know who is coming to arrange
carpools to Elaine Butler, 826-3172 or
Elaine.butler.sf(@sbcglobal.net.

International Book Group

Monday, May 18", 7pm at Nancy Shapiro’s home,
1683 42™ Ave. We are reading The Guernsey
Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaffer & Annie Barrows. RSVP Nancy at 731-2654.
Mystery/Adventure

Thursday, May 21%, 7:30 pm, at Susan Peliks’
home, 109/111 Sutro Heights. The book is The

Critic by Peter May. The reviewer is Joanne Bellan
& Susan Peliks. RSVP Susan at 668-2961.

Afternoon with Books

Friday, May 22", 1:30 pm, at Jane William’s home,
4022 21* St. We are reading I See You Everywhere,
by Julia Glass. RSVP: Jane at 826-1158.

Tech Trek Send Off Party

Sunday, May 31%, 2 pm, at Barbara Spencer’s home,
736 3™ Ave, between Fulton and Cabrillo. It is time
to celebrate with the 13 girls, chosen to attend camp,
and their families. All members are invited to meet
them at an Ice Cream Social. RSVP Elaine at 826-
3172 or Barbara at 221-6690.

OYou can do anything B but not everything.O
David Allen
Olt's not your salary that makes you rich,
It's your spending habits.O
Charles A Jaffe
OYou can be young once.

But you can always be immature.O
Dave Barry, Humorist
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None?? Sexual Assault on Campus: AAUW-
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
Birthday Not Announced? Chief Justice John Roberts’ effect Co-Presidents
on Title IX? www.aauw.org/ Kelly Joseph

Remember, we only record the month
and day of your birth. If your birthday
is not there and you’d like to have it
included (or corrected), contact the
Membership Co-VPs.

Any 50-Year Members?

Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

New Members
Rena Bancroft
Suzanne Bushnell
Adrienne Kristine
Sophenia (Sophie) Maxwell

Please contact the Membership Chair
to get in touch with the new members
and give them a warm welcome.

Membership Updates

If you change your address, kindly
notify the Membership Chair.

Avanti Articles
Please remember to submit Avanti
articles by the 20

newsroom/news/05LADailyNews
_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
News Page & Media Alerts (use
links on page to subscribe)
www.aauw.org/About/
newsroom/news/index.cfm
Actions to take www.aauw.org/

issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm

Mission in Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm
Two Minute Activities:
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home
Voting Record for the 110™ Con-
gress, First Session (2007):
www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advoc
acy/voter_ed/upload/votingRecord110

-pdf.

New Branch Baby!

Congratulations go to Barbara &
Justin Scheer the proud parents of
baby Eli Vincent Scheer born April
14™ Happy Birthday Eli!

Tech Trek
Tech Trek Donation Form

I’m interested in sponsoring girls to go to
Tech Trek 2009! I pledge the following
amount towards sending girls to camp.
0O$25 O%50 0O$100 O $200

O $800 (1 girl) OS

Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF
with Tech Trek SF in the memo line.

Name:
Address:

Phone:

Email:

Mail your donation addressed to:
Elaine Butler
124 Amber Dr
San Francisco, CA 94131-1626

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737
Andrea Laudate
mamalaudate@yahoo.com
415) 864-6789

EF VP
Open

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Wood
WoodBB@aol.com
415) 681-9663

Membership
Mary Suter
marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Program Co-VPs
Marilyn Leal
mleal@mac.com
415) 626-4110
Joanne Mandel
JMandel6(@yahoo.com
415) 665-7329

Secretary
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran
CorcoranCF@gmail.com
415) 341-0206

Get the Avanti Faster

If you’d like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that
a printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.
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2009 Forthcoming Travel Club keynote speakers, dynamic work-

SF Board Sept. 20 Jewish Museum shops, networking and dialogue

' o opportunities, and plenty of inspir-

Avanti Fditor Filoli Home & Gardens ation. With our help, these women
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985
Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Barbara Spencer
BCSpencer@comcast.net
415)221-5743
Tech Trek
Elaine Butler
Calif. AAUW Membership
Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net

415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
Marilyn Z. Smith
SmithMZ@hotmail.com
415) 543-5307

Why are Some Non-
Titles Underlined?

Read the Avanti at our
website and click on the
underlined phrase, it opens
a browser on a more com-
plete article or an email to
the member’s address.

Online AAUW
Branch
There is an online AAUW
California Branch at

www.AAUWCaOnline.org.
Their dues are $10

you’re already a member.
Tech Trek for 2009
See Party on page one!
April Donors — Thank
You!
Joanne Mandel

Marilyn Smith
Ruth Gordon

if

Pardee House

Silver Jubilee Scholarship
Awards

The Silver Jubilee Committee, com-
prised of Barbara Spencer, Pat Cama-
rena, Pat Spencer, and Marilyn Smith,
decided to award two scholarships for
2009. Both recipients are highly
qualified and deserving.

Kari Radoff is a candidate for a
Master of Science in Nursing and will
become a Certified Nurse Midwife.
She is a student at the University of
California, San Francisco, and intends
to complete her degree in June 2010.
She is fluent in Spanish and has
volunteered at clinics in Central
America and in the Mission district in
San Francisco in an effort to improve
maternal-child health.

Lyudmila Shapovalov is a candidate
for a Master’s Degree in Business
Administration at Golden Gate Uni-
versity with a concentration in inter-
national business. She works full-time
at the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory. She intends to complete
her degree by April 2010.

We have invited both scholarship
recipients to be our guests at the
Installation Brunch on June 7 at
Delancey Street Restaurant to be
presented with their award checks.

Scholarship Support Needed
for Women Students

As you know, our National Con-
ference for College Women Student
Leaders (NCCWSL) is fast approa-
ching. Young women from across the
country are registering to attend this
exciting two-and-a-half day confer-
ence in the Washington, D.C., area.
Attendees will experience exciting
32

return home ready to improve their
campuses and communities.

But many student leaders just don’t
have the financial resources to attend
this terrific conference. This year,
AAUW received scholarship applica-
tions from more than 70 students in 29
states! We have never received so
many requests for financial assistance.
To ensure that the conference will
continue to be a success, and that
limited financial means are not a bar-
rier to women who want to develop
their leadership potential, we need
your support more than ever this year.

—

Watch
2008 National Conference for College

Women Student Leaders scholarship
recipient Sara Stevens describe what
attending the conference and becom-
ing a leader mean to her.

Because of contributions to the
NCCWSL scholarship fund, we were
able to award full scholarships to 30
worthy students last year. Sara, and
other women like her, benefited
directly from the generosity of AAUW
members.

Please make a tax-deductible contri-
bution now to the NCCWSL schol-
arship fund so that we can give more




AVANTI

www.aauwsf.org

May 2009

scholarships than ever this year. On May 1 we must
let our applicants know if we can help them or not.
Your contributions allow us to say, “Yes, we can
help!”

Tax-deductible contributions can be made by

phoning Tremayne at 202) 728-7611 or by visiting
our secure website.

If your branch would prefer to directly help one of
the applicants from your state, please contact Jennifer
at 202/728-7618 or NCCWSL(@ aauw.org to learn
more about the applicants. We are extending the early
bird registration rate of $395 for these applicants.

Please help us now, so that we can deliver good news
to worthy students on May 1!

Sincerely,

Chpte > Al

Linda D. Hallman,
CAE AAUW Executive Director

A Mother’s Day Myth

Pat Camarena

Here we are in May again. Mother’s Day looms near,
at least in the US, since the turn of the 20™ century,
thanks to Anna Jarvis. There is Mother Jones, Mother
Ma Cree, and of course, Mother Goose, whose
birthday is in May. May is the birthday of Mary
Goose of Boston. Take a walk on the red brick Free-
dom Trail on downtown Tremont Street and into the
Granary Burying Ground which is the third oldest
cemetery and there is the tombstone of Mary Goose
alongside such other early American notables such as
Crispus Attucks, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and
members of the Benjamin Franklin family. Mrs.
Goose was the first wife of Issac Goose. She has been
called, in error, the real Mother Goose but the fairy
tales which preceded her, originated in England and
France in the 1600s. Mrs. Goose was the wife of
Issac Goose. She was an enthusiastic grandmother
and story teller with a large knowledge of nursery
rhymes, but reportedly, not a good singing voice. Her
son-in-law, who was a printer, published her stories
to hopefully subdue her behavior. This was back
before George Washington was a boy and before the
European versions of the nursery rhymes were
published in English in the United States. There is no
known copy of her melodies and rhymes in existence.
But the myth persists that Mother Goose stories
4

originated from Boston from Mary’s published
stories. The rhymes have been rewritten and reinter-
preted over the years. Whatever the truth, these
stories still remain popular today and are part of our
heritage. These tales are still told word wide with art,
audio, and education website activities available in
many languages. Happy Mother’s Day to all!!

www.findAGrave.com www.celebrateBoston.com.

Installation Lunch Coming!

Mark your calendars for Installation Lunch on
Sunday, June 7" Noon at Delancy Street Restaurant.
Watch your mail for invitation with details.

2009-2010 Dues Notice

Your Dues notices are in the mail. Please consider
donations to local, State and Association programs as
well as your dues. Ask your friends with interests in
equity and education for women of all ages to
consider joining too. Contact Mary Suter if you have
any questions at 415 665-1185

Playing Now

Paula Campbell
Wicked, now playing at the Orpheum Theatre, is a
technical spectacle, lots of fun, and certainly worth
seeing.

Touring companies are graded — A companies, B
companies, etc. Lower grade companies don’t travel
with original sets, costumes, lighting plots, etc. Sets
are often minimal, striped back sometimes to just
flats and a few set pieces, costumes are often cheaply
made and poorly fitted, light designs use fewer lights,
less amperage, fewer lasers, etc. As for the perfor-
mers — well let’s just say that less than A companies
don’t attract A grade actors. In short, things are done
on the cheap. This often leads to very disappointing
evening at the theatre for the audience.

Now — with that in mind let me say that the Wicked
company is not just A, but A+. No expense has been
spared in bringing a huge, detailed set, with incred-
ible special effects and lighting, amazing costumes
(check out those flying monkeys) and wonderful
actors.

For those who may not know, Wicked is the back
story of The Wizard of Oz. It’s the story of the two
witches, the Good and the Wicked Witch — and how
they got that way, from their childhoods to adult
lives. There’s also a good deal of not very subtle
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political satire — Oz is a repressive state, freedom of
speech is down the tubes, minorities are persecuted.
When Wicked first played here in San Francisco,
previewing prior to its Broadway opening, the satire
was more meaningful, with lots of references to the
Bush administration. The satire is less pertinent now
— with our new administration in office the compar-
isons are dull. Nonetheless, the show is vibrant,
electric, moving, and definitely recommended.

One caveat — don’t get seats in the rear orchestra,
under the loge overhang, or you won’t be able to see
the huge red eyed, steamy breathed dragon that
hovers over the proscenium. Also don’t sit in the first
few rows of the orchestra, as the stage has been
elevated, with even more platforms built on the
elevation and all you’ll be able to see are the
performers’ feet, and even to see that you’ll have to
crane your neck so far back that you’ll leave the
theatre in pain. Don’t sit in the front side rows either,
because large towers built downstage right and left
seriously obstruct sight lines. The night I attended
patrons in the front rows sat down, looked up at the
stage, and headed straight for the box office to
change their seats. These seats were then sold to new
arrivals at the box office who were stuck with them
once they entered, as by then the house was fully
sold. Wicked is a very popular show, selling out
most performances, and the producers apparently
don’t want empty seats. But these seats shouldn’t be
sold at all — or at least ticket buyers should be warned
that their views will be seriously obstructed.

So — be sure not to sit too far front, or under the loge
overhang, then sit back in your full sight line seat and
prepare to enjoy a spectacular show.

Wicked, Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market Street (corner Market
St./ Hyde St.), Tues — Sat 8pm, Wed, Sat, Sun 2 pm. Tickets

now on sale through Sept. Box office at the Orpheum or Golden
Gate, or Ticketmaster - 415-551-2000.

Association (National) Convention
Will be held in Saint Louis Missouri, June 26-28

California Convention Notes
Elaine Butler

Elaine and Steve Butler attended the AAUW State
Convention in San Diego. Our first observation was it
was cold. One of the women wore a blanket from her
bed over her clothes. Our branch received certificates
for contributions to EF to ANDREA Laudate and

from LAF to: Anna Yang, Margaret Kavounas and
Mary Graves.

Directors elected for 2009-2011 Terms

Last year we elected all 16 directors to fill the new
board. To stagger the terms of office half were
elected to a one-year term. This year we elected the
following people for full two-year terms:

® Kris Downey

® Cathy Foxhoven

® Carlynne McDonnell

* Jo Harberson

* Anne Henke

® Sue Miller

* Shelly Mitchell

® Megan Smock

MPP online Dues Option

National has sponsored the development of a dues
paying extension to the website. If local branches opt
into the program, they will enter their local and state
dues amounts. Members can use this site to pay their
dues to all three levels. This will automatically record
the information at national, state and local levels.
This would allow Branch Presidents and Membership
Treasurers access to the data and will credit the local
branches bank account with the branch’s dues.

Highlights of Proposed by-law changes:

*® The national organization will reorganize so that all
but our lobbying will be a 501-3C tax deductible
group. This would mean only about $3 dollars of
national dues would not be deductible

® State organizations would not be required. This
helps branches in states with small population by
allowing them to either report directly to national
or set up a regional grouping

* One member one vote — future conventions will
accept mail in or online votes cast by valid
members who are not present at the convention.

®* Removing the requirement to have any degree.
This has generated much controversy — a resolution
was introduced and narrowly passed to ask the
members at the National convention to consider
postponing this change until after one member one
vote.
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® 10 Regional Directors will become 13 Directors at
large.

Resolution from the Oakdale-Reverbank-Escalon
Branch - Passed

® Whereas, after discussion the Oakdale-Riverbank-
Escalon Branch found itself opposed to the Open
Membership Proposal and seeks to forestall the
implementation of this change until after the one
member-one vote is enacted at the Association
level: and

® Whereas, open membership would not reflect the
achievement of members of AAUW; and

® Whereas, Open Membership is not a time sensitive
proposal; and

® Whereas, every voting delegate should inform
themselves of the varied opinions related to the
proposal of Open Membership before casting their
vote, and

®* Whereas, open membership is a proposal that
should be voted on by every member, rather than
just the voting delegates present at the 2009
Association convention; now therefore be it

Resolved that AAUW California recommend to all
voting delegates to the 2009 Association Convention
to consider postponing any vote on open membership
until one member - one vote provisions are enacted
so that all members can vote on this weighty issue.

AAUW Action Network Take Action! Call
Today for Equal Pay!

In honor of Equal Pay Day, (April 28"), AAUW and
our coalition partners are joining forces for a call-in
to urge the Senate to quickly pass the Paycheck
Fairness Act (S. 182). Make sure your senators
know that this legislation is important to you by
calling their district offices in your state now.

Even if you have written your senators about this
legislation before, they need to hear from you
again, after this symbolic day when women's wages
catch up to men's wages from the year before. If you
senators aren't yet cosponsors, urge them to get on
board. If they are, urge them to do all they can to
move this legislation forward.

On Equal Pay Day and beyond, AAUW members
continue to support initiatives that seek to close the
persistent and sizable wage gap between men and
women. AAUW has been leading grassroots coalition

6

efforts to pass this pay equity legislation, and the
efforts of our Action Network members and coalition
partners have led to a higher number of Senate
cosponsors than ever before. But we can't stop now!

Your calls to their local offices, combined with the
calls of thousands of other Action Network members
and coalition partners, will be a mighty presence
across the nation as we continue the fight for pay
equity. It's time to pass the Paycheck Fairness Act.

Take Action!

Call your senators' district offices now and urge them
to support and move quickly on the Paycheck
Fairness Act (S. 182). Simply click on the "Take
Action" link in the upper right corner or copy and
paste the following URL into your Internet browser.
Then follow the instructions to place your call.
http://capwiz.com/aauw/callalert/index.tt?alertid=132
30026&type=CO

Breaking through Barriers Then and Now

Photo courtesy of David Hansen

On June 10, 1963, President John F. Kennedy signed
the Equal Pay Act, making it illegal for employers to
pay men and women different wages for the same
work. Rep. Julia Butler Hansen (D-WA), far right,
who was also an AAUW member, attended the
signing ceremony. At that time, women earned only
59 cents for every dollar earned by men.
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Sun \ Mon Tue \ Wed \ Thu Fri Sat
1 2

3 4 5 6 6:30 pm 7 8 Noon 9
Board International
Meeting Cuisine

10 11 12 137 pm 14 15 16
Public Policy

1710 am 18 7pm 19 20 217:30pm  221:30 pm |23

Heath International Mystery/ Afternoon

Ceramics Book Group Adventure | with Books

Trip

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

312 pm Tech

Trek Ice

Cream Social

Board Meeting International Book Group

Wednesday, May 6™, 6:30 pm potluck dinner, 7:00
meeting starts, at Marilyn Leal’s, 4325 19" St. We
are seeking new board members for next year.

International Cuisine

Friday, May 8™, Noon at L’Olivier at 465 Davis Ct.
(between Jackson and Washington). Prix Fixe:
Appetizer & Main Course $17.50; add Dessert
$21.50. RSVP Holly at 673-8394

Public Policy

Wednesday, May 13™, 7 pm at Sheila Bost’s home,
19 Wawona. We will discuss the propositions on the
May 19" ballot. Fiona Ma or a member of her staff
will be present to help answer our questions on these
and other issues. RSVP Sheila at 664-4985

Travel Club

Sunday, May 17", 10 am. Leaving from 124 Amber
Dr. by carpool. We’re visiting Heath Ceramics
Factory in Sausalito. The tour begins at 11 am. We
will have lunch in Sausalito before returning home.
Preview Health Ceramics at:
www.heathceramics.com/go/heath/sausalito/tours/.
Please RSVP so we know who is coming to arrange
carpools to Elaine Butler, 826-3172 or
Elaine.butler.sf(@sbcglobal.net.

7

Monday, May 18", 7pm at Nancy Shapiro’s home,
1683 42™ Ave. We are reading The Guernsey
Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann
Shaffer & Annie Barrows. RSVP Nancy at 731-2654.
Mystery/Adventure

Thursday, May 21%, 7:30 pm, at Susan Peliks’
home, 109/111 Sutro Heights. The book is The

Critic by Peter May. The reviewer is Joanne Bellan
& Susan Peliks. RSVP Susan at 668-2961.

Afternoon with Books

Friday, May 22", 1:30 pm, at Jane William’s home,
4022 21* St. We are reading I See You Everywhere,
by Julia Glass. RSVP: Jane at 826-1158.

Tech Trek Send Off Party

Sunday, May 31%, 2 pm, at Barbara Spencer’s home,
736 3" Ave, between Fulton and Cabrillo. Celebrate
with the 13 girls chosen and their families. All
members are invited to meet them at an Ice Cream
Social. RSVP Elaine at 826-3172 or Barbara at 221-
6690.
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AAUW

San Francisco Branch

P.O. Box 31405

San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested

Avanti Editor

The American Association of Ujanice niversity
Women (AAUW), founded in 1881, is the nation’s
leading organization advocating equity for women
and girls. Its national membership of 100,000 seeks
to advance equity for women and girls through
advocacy, education, and research. People of every
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin,
and level of physical ability are invited to join.

AAUW California was launched in San Francisco
in 1886 and began lobbying immediately. It
remains the state’s most active and diverse organi-
zation for women with 14,000 members in more
than 150 branches, plus 6,000 members-at-large.

= AAUW

Marie Curie & AAUW

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium was
far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experiments.
Even one as famous as Madame Marie
Curie. As a result, her ground-breaking
research had reached a virtual standstill.
Then the AAUW came to the rescue.
Members from Maine to California
helped raise an astonishing $156,413,
enabling Madame Curie to purchase one
gram of radium and continue her
experiments that helped her create the
field of nuclear chemistry and forever
change the course of science. Madame
Curie received the Nobel Prize for her
work, but was not admitted to the French
Academiedes Sciencesintil she won an
incredible second Nobel Prize...all
because she was a woman. More than 75
years later, there are still only three
women members.

AAUW advances equity for
women and girls through advo-
cacy, education, and research

Educational Foundation

In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUW?’s chief predecessor) fought this
contention in 1885 and won, by
gathering data from its members to show
that they had suffered no ill health from
their college and postgraduate education.
In 1888, the Western Association of
Collegiate Alumnae (founded here in
San Francisco) made educational history
by establishing the first graduate
fellowship for women (given to Vassar
graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund

Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and by
supporting sex discrimination lawsuits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy Fund’s annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.




